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February 1, 2017 

 

Re: Opposition to the Proposed Roundabout in the Village of Ossining 

 

 The Greater Ossining Chamber of Commerce functions as the voice of business in the Greater 

Ossining area.  Part of our mission is to interface with local government on matters of concern to the 

membership.  Our membership includes local businesses, merchants, retailers, restaurateurs, professionals 

and first-time business owners, many of whom are also residents in the Greater Ossining area.  

Collectively, we are a community; and as a community we have expressed and continue to express our 

opposition to the traffic roundabout intended for the heart of the Village of Ossining’s Downtown 

business district at the Historic Five Corners sitting at the intersection of Main and Spring Streets & 

Central Avenue.  This project is being proposed and hastily pursued by the current Village of Ossining 

Board of Trustees, with intended construction to begin as early as May 2017, and with Market Square to 

be used and occupied as a staging area.  On behalf of our members and the multitude of like-minded 

community members and residents, the Greater Ossining Chamber of Commerce, expresses our already 

voiced, yet seemingly ignored, opposition to this project.   

 We note the Chamber and its members are not alone in opposition to this roundabout.  The 

Ossining community, including the Chamber, has, at public sessions before the Village Board 

overwhelmingly opposed it.  Yet, in the face of, and in fact in spite of, such uniform opposition, the Board 

of Trustees has already voted to pursue the project and are now poised to vote in favor of securing a 

public bond (perhaps as much as $500,000) to implement a traffic roundabout that is decidedly unwanted 

and arguably unnecessary.   

We believe it is imbalanced and inappropriate for the Village Board to ignore the prodigious 

business and public opposition to this unessential project, particularly at great financial expense to local 

businesses and taxpayers.  Below are some of the concerns expressed by our members, as well as many 

concerned business and public community members and residents who have reached out to us: 

- The proposed roundabout threatens to severely hinder, and certainly will not enhance, walkability, 

pedestrian shopping and foot-traffic in the heart of the Village, which is so vital to our local 

businesses. 
 

- Parking in the heart of Downtown will be lost. 
 

- The cost of and money being allocated to this project, including a potential $500,000 tax- 
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- payer funded bond, could and should be allocated toward other more pressing and beneficial 

enhancements to the Downtown area, including only by way of example a more robust, well-

funded and accountable Department of Economic Development charged with implementing 

economic and community development consistent with the Comprehensive Plan adopted in 

September 2009.  This Comprehensive Plan, in its own words, was intended to be a blueprint for 

future physical and economic development in the Village, as well as the social, environmental, and 

regional concerns of the Village.  It was intended to increase visitors to the Downtown area, 

promote Ossining as a desirable place to do business, and create a unique dining and shopping 

destination to attract residents and visitors.  We believe this proposed traffic roundabout is 

decidedly at odds with these goals, and in fact diverts scarce funds away from them. 
 

- The intended construction of this unwanted project is slated for May 2017 – perhaps the most 

inopportune time to interrupt a downtown area.  The Spring and Summer months are essential for 

the economic success of a vibrant Downtown, and efforts should be made by a local government 

to promote its use during this period, not hinder it through disruptive construction.  Businesses, 

restaurants, coffee shops, merchants and shops have generally higher revenue during these 

months, revenue that is typically anticipated and necessary in order to insure success and survival. 
 

- Use of Market Square as a construction staging area, and the general and anticipated disruption 

caused by construction during the summer months will threaten the use and enjoyment of the 

Downtown area during a time when school is out, children and families are more present and 

events such as the Farmer’s Market, the Village Fair, the Portuguese Festival and Summerfest will 

be disrupted.  
 

- Beyond the business concerns, it appears the Village Board is omitting participation in this project 

by the Historical Commission, the Planning Board and the Architectural Review Board – a tact 

that has the appearance of intentionally stemming opposition. 
 

- It also appears that the Village Board is attempting to creatively arrange a portion of its funding 

for this project through various budget lines in order to artificially stay below a certain financial 

threshold to avoid or bypass an otherwise required Environmental Impact Study/Statement.  To 

date, it is our understanding that an environmental review has not been obtained, undertaken or 

even sought in connection with this project.  This project simply should not proceed without, 

among other things, a comprehensive traffic study, a traffic and pedestrian accident study, an 

emissions study and a cost analysis, among other things, that a typical environmental impact study 

would include.                      
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If the bond is nevertheless passed by the Village Board at a public meeting on February 1, 2017 we 

urge those who are opposed to the project and/or the bond itself to sign petitions seeking a public 

referendum to defeat such a bond. Further information will be disseminated by the Chamber of Commerce 

moving forward.  

 If you have questions, concerns, comments or would like to get involved or assist, please contact the 

Greater Ossining Chamber of Commerce at 914.941.0009.     

 

 

The Greater Ossining Chamber of Commerce 

Board of Directors    
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